Richard M.
Milanovich’s
lengthy service on the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians Tribal Council
started as a Member
in 1978. He served as
Secretary from 1982 until
1984 when he was elected
as Tribal Council Chairman.
He served as chairman for
29 years.
Many important Tribal
and community projects
and lease hold interests
were undertaken during
Mr. Milanovich’s tenure
including the purchase of the Spa Hotel in 1992, the
addition of the Spa Resort Casino in 1995, development
and construction of the Agua Caliente Casino in 2001,
as well as the opening of the new $90 million Spa Resort
Casino in 2003 and the Spa Hotel’s Well Spirit Center Fitness
Center in 2004. These projects and enterprises brought a
much-needed boost to the Palm Springs and Coachella
Valley economy, but more important to the Tribe itself, the
revenue generated by Tribal developments has allowed the
Tribe to develop self-sufficiency through education, cultural
preservation, housing and health care programs.
He also oversaw the construction and opening of the Agua
Caliente Casino Resort Spa’s new hotel and expansion
in 2008, followed by the completion of the Tribe’s
entertainment venue, The Show, in February of 2009.
In addition to his duties as Tribal Chairman, Mr. Milanovich
dedicated his time and energy to other worthy causes.
He served as the Chairman of the Advisory Committee to
the Office of Special Trustee for the U.S. Department of
Interior, which oversees the federal government’s fiduciary
responsibilities to manage Tribal trust funds. In 2004, he was
appointed to the Native American Stewardship Committee
for the prestigious Autry National Center. In addition, Mr.
Milanovich served as a member of the Bureau of Land
Management’s California Desert Advisory Council, and the
Native American Heritage Commission.
Mr. Milanovich served in the United States Army from 1960
to 1963. In 1994, Mr. Milanovich returned to school to fulfill a
life-long ambition to secure his college degree and received
a Bachelor of Science in Business and Management from the
University of Redlands in 1996.
His son Reid D. Milanovich serves on the Agua Caliente Tribal
Council and is in his second term.

Richard M.
Milanovich

Andreas Canyon, Agua Caliente Indian Reservation

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians is a
federally recognized Indian Tribe located in Palm
Springs, California, with 32,000 acres of reservation
lands that spread across Palm Springs, Cathedral
City, Rancho Mirage and into the Santa Rosa and
San Jacinto mountains. For more information about
the Tribe, visit www.aguacaliente-nsn.gov.
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Fellowship
2016

The Richard M. Milanovich
Fellowship began in 2015 as a
partnership between The George
Washington University and the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians with
two goals in mind: to prepare the next
generation of leaders in Indian Country
and to honor and preserve the legacy
of service and leadership of the late
Tribal Chairman Richard M. Milanovich.
The George Washington University
and the Agua Caliente Band of
Cahuilla Indians invite qualified Native
American applicants to apply for this
prestigious opportunity at one of our
Nation’s premier universities.

Palm Canyon, Agua Caliente Indian Reservation

Core Courses

What does the
Fellowship Cover?

January 11 – April 29, 2016

• Tuition and fees for two core
classes (one semester), plus an
additional weeklong seminar
• Housing in a GW dormitory
• A stipend for books and
living expenses, paid in two
installments
• Airfare to and from Washington,
DC (one round-trip ticket)

PROGRAM DATES
January 11- May 6, 2016
Tahquitz Falls, Agua Caliente Indian Reservation

APPLICATION DEADLINE
October 1, 2015

ELECTORAL & LEGISLATIVE PROCESSES
This course looks at the process of democratic
representation focusing on the development and
practice of electoral campaigning and its linkages
to legislative and public affairs and lobbying. This
approach offers an analysis of how individuals, parties,
and interest groups utilize democratic processes to
produce practical results in a diverse and fragmented
society.
PRACTICUM IN POLITICAL MANAGEMENT
This course is a practicum and, as such, is handled
differently from most undergraduate courses you may
have encountered. In this course, students will be
working as part of a group in “real time” on a mock
political campaign, applying the principles and theories
taught in PMGT 4101. The political campaign will
actually take place in the upcoming election cycle, and
as such, students will be relying heavily on information,
data, and materials that are available outside of class,
primarily – but not solely – on the Internet. While the
practicum meets regularly once each week, all groups
in this course meet outside of class in order to plan and
execute the projects.

Special Seminar
May 2 - 6, 2016
A special week-long seminar series that consists of
briefings with key policy makers, issue advocates, and
community leaders in Washington.

• 5,000 students in 650 undergradute- and graduate- level courses
• 11% visiting and international students
• Small and intensive classes

Apply online @ naplp.gwu.edu

